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Glossary
Light and Color

PRISM
Prism   
A prism is a triangular optical device made of glass

or quartz. It is used to separate a beam of light.

SPECTRUM

REFLECTED LIGHT 
Reflected light    
When light strikes a surface and bounces off, the

departing light is reflected light, which is visible to

the human eye.

✂

✂

PIGMENT 
Pigment      
Pigment is any substance used to impart color. As a

dry coloring matter, it is mixed in a liquid to form

paint or ink.

✂

Fold and cut to use as flashcards.

Bill Nye the Science Guy

Bill Nye the Science Guy

Bill Nye the Science Guy

Bill Nye the Science Guy

✂
Spectrum
The spectrum consists of different colored rays, like

a rainbow. When light passes through a prism, it is

refracted to form the spectrum. 
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Fold and cut to use as flashcards.

LASER
Laser   
A laser is an optical device that produces an intense

monochromatic beam of coherent light. LASER

stands for Light Amplification by Stimulated

Emission of Radiation.

ABSORBED LIGHT 

✂

✂

Bill Nye the Science Guy

Bill Nye the Science Guy

✂
Absorbed light   
Light that has been taken in or incorporated into the

surface of an object is considered absorbed light.
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Quiz
Light and Color

Name Date

True or False?  Circle T or F

1. White light has no color. T or F

2. A prism is used to put all colors of light back together. T or F

3. Each color of the rainbow can be broken up into other colors using a prism. T or F

4. An orange looks orange because the chemicals in it’s skin absorb orange light. T or F

5. Much of the light that a black cloth absorbs is changed to heat. T or F

6. The light from a laser must be reflected before we can see it. T or F

7. Different colors of light from the sun have different wave lengths. T or F

Multiple Choice: Circle the letter of the best answer

8. Which of these statements is true 
regarding what we see?  When we see 
things, what we are really seeing is:

A. The light being absorbed by things

B. The light being refracted by things

C. The light being reflected from things

D. None of these.

9. Which of the following is not a primary 
color of light?

A. Red

B. Yellow

C. Green

D. Blue 

10. Which of the following statements describes 
why the sky is blue: The sky is blue:

A. Because blue light is scattered more by air
molecules than red light .

B. Because blue light can shine through air
molecules more easily than red light.

C. Because blue light is absorbed by air
molecules more than red light.

D. For none of the above reasons.


